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POST-VISIT LESSON TEACHER GUIDE
Objectives:   
Students will:
Part A:  Hello, World! - Building a New 
South African Brand

	○ Reflect on the visit to Mandela: The Official Exhi-
bition

	○ Discuss the forces that shaped the life of Nelson 
Mandela

	○ Explore the forces that shape students individually. 
•	Consider the opportunities and challenges South Africa 

encountered in developing new national symbols
	○ sporting logos for national teams
	○ seals for official documents

•	Explore how South Africa created new symbols based on 
a shared past 

Part B:  Building Your Brand

•	Reflect about Mandela: The Official Exhibition
	○ how South Africa created new national sym-

bols after Apartheid
•	Design and create your own personal brand using 

South Africa’s brand choices as a guide
•	Write an artist statement to explain your chosen 

symbols and cultural influences
•	Participate in a gallery walk of students’ work and 

provide feedback 
 
 

TEKS:
§110.22. English Language Arts and 
Reading, Grade 6, Adopted 2017

•	110.22.B.1.A 
•	110.22.B.1.C
•	110.22.B.10 A, B, C, D, and E
•	110.22.B.11 A and B
•	110.22.B.12 A, B, C, E, and F

§113.18. Social Studies, Grade 6,  
Adopted 2022

•	113.18.B.1.A and B
•	113.18.C.13.A, B, and C
•	113.18.C.15.A and B
•	113.18.C.16.A and B

§117.202 Art, Middle School 1
•	117.202.C.1 A, B, C and D
•	117.202.C.2 A, B, and C
•	117.202.C.3 A, B, and C
•	117.202.C.4 A, B, D, and E

Resources
•	Post-Visit Lesson Presentations

	○ Hello, World! - Building a New South African Brand
	○ Building Your Brand

•	 Post-Visit Lesson Workbook (print or assign electronically as PDF)
•	 Reading: South Africa’s Coat of Arms adapted from Republic of South Africa’s Statement on the National Coat of 

Arms (print, assign electronically as PDF or view in Lesson Presentation)
•	 Heraldry Symbol Templates (print, assign electronically as PDF or view in Lesson Presentation)
•	 Colored pencils, markers for illustration, or consider using digital design tools such as Canva 
•	 Post-it notes

Suggested Lesson Flows
Part A:
40 total minutes (can spread over multiple class meetings)

•	 Post-Visit Lesson Presentation: Hello, World! - Building a 
New South African Brand
	○ Building a New Brand (South African identity after 

Apartheid)
	○ South Africa’s Past (African and European cultural 

traditions)
	○ Traditions Converge (label parts of a coat of arms)
	○ South Africa’s Coat of Arms (read about South Africa’s 

coat of arms and symbols)

	○ Post-Visit Lesson Workbook
	○ Student Reading: South Africa’s Coat of Arms adapted 

from Republic of South Africa’s Statement on the Na-
tional Coat of Arms

Part B:
60 - 90 total minutes (can spread over multiple class meet-
ings)

•	Post-Visit Lesson Presentation: Building Your Brand
•	Post-Visit Lesson Workbook
•	Heraldry Symbol Templates
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Part A:  Hello, World! Building a New South African Brand  

Use the Hello, World! Lesson Presentation to guide students through questions and activities in the Post-Visit Lesson Workbook.

Building a New Brand
Guide students through a reflection on their experience at the Museum.  Help students to understand that after Apart-
heid, South Africa needed to create new symbols that reflected the diverse heritages of its citizens.  Explore symbols 
such as South Africa’s 2010 FIFA logo and soccer badge as well as the National Coat of Arms and flag of South 
Africa. 

Remembering South Africa’s Past
African Traditions - Beadwork and Textiles
Before Europeans arrived in southern Africa, beads were made from natural objects such as shells, grass, bone, ivory, 
horns and the teeth of animals. Some beads were made of metal or fired clay.  The San women of Southern Africa 
made beads from ostrich egg-shells that they strung into important objects like necklaces.  

Glass beads were first traded on the east coast of Africa by Portuguese and Arab sailors. Some of these beads 
reached southern Africa through trade among African Groups. Once Europeans began to settle at the Cape, imported 
glass beads became slightly more plentiful. When Europeans and local African groups traded more, prices came down 
and the craft of African beadwork rapidly developed. 

During the twentieth century, beadwork in South Africa was used to express traditional African identity.  Wearing this 
kind of beadwork was, for some, a political statement of Africa’s independent past. Nelson Mandela wore a  leop-
ard skin and a beadwork collar  similar to this one to his  trial in 1962 .  

European Tradition - Heraldry and Coats of Arms
Heraldry is a strictly controlled European communication system developed in the 1200’s that uses visual devices such 
as colors and symbols to identify a person or an organization. Heraldry was used to keep track of genealogy.  This 
is an example of a family tree from England in the late 1500s.  It uses individual shields and coats of arms to identify 
different ancestors. 

A coat of arms is a group of symbols based on the rules of heraldry used to identify a person or group. The symbols on 
the central shield were meant to help soldiers identify each other in battle

Two Traditions Converge in Modern South Africa
South Africa needed to create a new coat of arms when the Union of South Africa emerged as the new democratic 
nation of South Africa in 1994.

•	Review the names of the different elements of a coat of arms with students while they make notes on the left side 
of the image in the Post-Visit Workbook.

•	Explore thinning routines as students connect images from nature with elements of the coat of arms.

South Africa’s Coat of Arms
•	Assign or read aloud the Reading: South Africa’s Coat of Arms
•	Students can make notes about the symbols and their meaning on the left side of the workbook.
•	Use reflection questions as a discussion wrap up or exit ticket.

Next Step:  Part B - Building Your Brand
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Part B:  Build Your Own Brand
Use the Building Your Brand Lesson Presentation to guide students through questions and activities in the Post-visit Lesson Work-
book.  Heraldry Symbol Templates are provided as examples. 

Learning Objective
Students will be able to design and create a personal coat of arms that uses symbols, images, colors, and a motto to represent 
aspects of their identity and to write a 250–300 word artist statement explaining the symbolism and cultural influences of their 
design. They will participate in a gallery walk of students’ work and provide feedback.

Guidelines
•	 Coats of arms use structured elements (shield, crest, supporters, motto) to communicate identity; structure and symbols 

can combine cultural traditions.
•	 Symbols, colors, placement, and materials carry meaning and must be justified in writing.
•	 Students must cite and evaluate sources when referencing the South African Coat of Arms.
•	 Expectations: 

	○ Independent work, responsible materials use, tidy workspace.
	○ Respectful cultural referencing: acknowledge origins and avoid misappropriation. 

Workbook Activities
•	Formative assignments:

	○ Step-by-step guided practice
	○ Reflect:  Students will reflect about person traits that make them unique and learn about the symbols used to 

represent those traits in European and African heraldry.
	○ Brainstorm : Students list personal values, family histories, hobbies, cultural backgrounds, and select 5-6 po-

tential symbols
	○ Choose structure: Students pick shield shape, decide on crest/upper element, and identify two supporters/

side symbols.
•	Sketch draft for each element 
•	Write a one-sentence rationales for each element for teacher feedback

	○ Design Feedback: 
•	Pair and share for 1-minute explanation per partner about two symbols; partners give one suggestion. 
•	Which element of the different coats of arms influenced your choice, and why? 

•	Summative assignment:
	○ Complete a coat of arms including:

	○ at least six of the eight symbolic elements 
	○ Write a 250–300 word artist statement explaining choices and referencing the what they have learned about 

heraldry.
•	Performative assignment:

	○ Display sketches or finished pieces in a gallery walk
	○ Each student writes one positive comment and one question on a sticky note for a peer’s work.
	○ Exit ticket: One-sentence answer—”Which symbol in your design best connects you to your community, and why?”
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